
A grant-funded initiative of the Pentecostal Churches of the Apostolic Faith International
‘Supporting the wholistic flourishing of PCAFI pastors for personal and ministerial excellence.’



• We are here to meet the needs of our 
senior pastors

The Purpose of the Ministerial 
Excellence Center (MEC)



How Are We Going To Accomplish 
This Mammoth Task?

• We are going to teach you how to ask for 
the HELP that you need.

• Here to
• Eliminate
• Limiting
• Problems



• The MEC (Ministerial Excellence Center) is the by-product of the 
vision of our Presiding Bishop, Bishop Lambert W. Gates Sr, and the 
answered prayers of our beloved pastors, who are the “Lifeblood”, of 
the PCAFI.

Who we are?



• We exist to support the wholistic flourishing of our pastors for both 
personal and ministerial excellence, and to provide direct relief while 
also providing education to avoid a repeat of this situation in the 
future.

Why do we exist?



• We will give financial assistance and education through one of three of our 
signature grants, the Jubilee Grant, Legacy Grant, or Compensation Grant.

• Jubilee Grant (International Churches Only) PCAFI Funded

• In addition, we will assist in the continual education of our pastors through 
the Bishop D. Rayford Bell Pastors Scholarship Grant and also the PK 
(pastor kids) Scholarship Grant for the legal dependent children of pastors.

How will we accomplish this? 



• Our Ju b ile e  Gra n t will p rovide  d irect and  im m edia te  re lie f to  pastors and  the ir fam ilie s 
to  cover educa tiona l, consum er, or m edica l deb t

• Our Le ga cy Gra n t  will p rovide  a  m odest, need-based  m onth ly stipend  for pastors 
transition ing to  fu ll tim e  sta tus 

• Our Com p e n sa t ion  Gra n t will p rovide  a  m odest need-based  incom e supplem ent for 
b i-voca tiona l pastors (No t  Ava ila b le  In  Ye a r  On e )

• Our PK Sch o la r sh ip will p rovide  need-based  funding to  the  lega l dependent ch ild ren  of 
pastors

• Our Bish op D. Ra yfo rd  Be ll Pa s t o r s - Sch o la r sh ip Gra n t  will p rovide  gran ts for pastors 
who a ttend  accred ited  theology, d ivin ity or post-secondary degree  tha t enhances 
pastora l du tie s

What Will The Grants/ Scholarships Cover? 



• “Behind  every e ffort to  address (e lim ina te ) econom ic cha llenges the re  needs to  be  a  
Th e o logica l An t h rop o logy,” or the re  m ust be  a  (God) reason  why we  a re  reach ing ou t 
to  he lp  the  hum anity of our PCAFI pastors.

• Our Th e o logica l An t h rop o logy, (God  Re a son ) is to  assist in  see ing the  stress of our 
pastors rem oved  while  enab ling them  to  becom e the  best ve rsion  of the ir ca lling.

• Next, it is  to  see  the  Word  of God com e to  life , found  in  3 John  1:2 “Be love d , I p ra y t h a t  
you  m a y p rosp e r  in  a ll t h in gs  a n d  b e  in  h e a lt h , ju s t  a s  you r  sou l p rosp e r s .” The  
MEC is he re  to  HELP pastors “prosper in  a ll th ings, to  the  degree  tha t your sou l 
p rospers.”

Dr Reggie Blount of the Garrett’s Theological 
Seminary made this profound statement:



• We are a HAND-UP, not a handout, we are here to assist the 
senior pastor on their way to solvency.

What The MEC Is Not



MEC Grants and 
Scholarships



MEC Grant Funding
Pastoral Jubilee Grant 
United States and International 
Pastors are welcomed to apply

US (Up to $15,000 USD)
International (Up to $1000)

Pastoral Legacy Grant 
(Up to $10,000)

Both grant opportunities include 
financial literacy education provided 
by MEC partnerships with no 
additional cost to grant recipient



MEC Grant Funding
Pastoral Compensation Grant 
MEC will match up to $7,500 in 
grant funding 
(Not Available In Year One)

“PK” (pastor’s kids)
($2,500 educational scholarship) 
Intended for legal dependents of 
PCAFI pastors 

Bishop D. Rayford Bell Pastor-
Scholar Grants 
($2,500 scholarship)
For accredited theological, divinity 
or post-secondary courses



MEC Grant Cycles
Pastoral Jubilee and Scholarships

Grant Opportunities

Applications Accepted
Decision 
Communicated

Funding Released

October 1 - November 1 January 2 January 31
May 1 - June 1 August 1 August 31



MEC Grant Cycles
Pastoral Legacy 

Grant Opportunities

Applications Accepted
Decision 
Communicated

Funding Released

February 1 - March 1 April 30 May 31
August 1 - September 1 October 31 November 30



www.pcafime.org

> Click Grant Opportunities

How to Access 
MEC Grant Applications

http://www.pcafime.org/


Contact 
Information

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Now I show a preview of our applications so that you can know the information we will need to collect. 

On each application we will collect your basic contact information, including your SSN/EIN/ OR GOVERNMENT ISSUE ID NUMBER and YOUR date of birth.

We all ask for your title, the name of your church and your home address.



Contact 
Information

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We then need you church address. The country in which you live. This is especially important for the Pastoral Jubilee grant because of the funding that has been made available again through your giving to provide help to our international pastors. We ask for your phone number, your email address and your preferred method of contact and your PCAFI COUNCIL.

I wanted to note that most of our communication will be through email so please be sure that you provide a valid email address that you have access to often if you plan to application for a grant. 



PCAFI 
Engagement

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Next we want to hear how you are engagement in the PCAFI. First you’ll be asked to rate yourself. Tell us how you rate your level of engagement. Then we list a several ways that PCAFI pastors have been engaged in the organization and we ask that you check all that apply to you. Finally we ask that you to tell us more about your level of organizational engagement.

Note: This section is not a disqualifier. It will help our team know more about what our pastors are doing to advance the Kingdom for maximum impact.



Grant 
Request

Pastoral Legacy – Up to $10,000
Pastoral Compensation – Up to $7,500 Match
Scholarship Grants - $2,500

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Next we ask you to tell us how much you are requesting and we ask that you describe in 500 words or less how the grant funds will be used. This section is meant to be more of a narrative or in other words your story of your specific need. The Pastoral Jubilee, Legacy and Compensation grant opportunity all require participation AT NO ADDITONAL COST TO YOU in a financial literacy program. We ask the you give your understand and agreement to participate if you are selected for funding by click the circle to agree.

As a reminder the grant amount for the pastoral legacy grant is up to TEN THOUSAND DOLLARS, pastoral compensation grant is UP TO =75 HUNDRED MATCH and the scholarship grants 25 HUNDRED DOLLARS



Budget Detail
Medical Bill                             $1000
Vehicle repair $  500

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Before I share the information needed for the scholarship grants I want to share the budget template. After you complete your narrative story explaining your need for funding we ask that you provide a list of how you plan to use the grant fund and the cost of each line item. TARA CLICK ARROW For instance if you will be use funding to cover medical bills or repair for your personal vehicle you would list that item and cost. The total expense box below will automatically calculate your expenses so you can see at a glance if your expense add up to the amount you are requesting. We will ask you to let us know if you received a grant from the PCAFI in the past.



Pastoral 
Compensation 
Budget Detail

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Similar to the budget form I just demonstrated, the pastoral compensation budget, since this is a matching grant, also include a column where you can add line item and cost for each expense your church will match.



Scholarship 
Application

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The scholarship grant application begins with an overview the requirement documents. After you read this section you will be asked for your personal contact information, like before we will ask for your personal contact information 



Scholarship 
Application

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Next you’ll choose which scholarship opportunity your are applying for and although it’s not picture here, we will ask for your contact information like I shared earlier.



Scholarship 
Educational 
Data

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Next we ask for your educational data such as your status as a full time or part time student. The name of the school you will be attending; your school address. Your field of study and your anticipated graduation date.



Scholarship 
Personal 
Accomplishments

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In the next section we ask you to tell us about your personal accomplishment in your church, community and/or job and at your school (if that is applicable).



Scholarship 
Personal 
Statement

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Then we give you a chance to tell us why you are applying for this scholarship. This is a terrific time to share your story about your educational pursuits and how you believe the scholarship will help you reach your academic goals. This is also the section where you can upload to other required documents.



Share Your 
Story

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Speaking of sharing your story, for all our grant opportunities we would love to gather stories that we can share with the entire PCAFI constituents through the voice in the wilderness, social media platforms, presentations and our partners. Even if you wish to remain anonymous, we ask that you give us permission to share your story.



Submit
Application

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
To wrap of the application portion of this presentation, we ask that you verify the information you have provide is accurate and to the best of your knowledge by signing/typing your name and selected the current date you are completing your application and then you can hit submit. If however, you are not ready to submit your application, you can hit the SAVE button to save all the information you have entered and return back to complete and submit your application. Thank you for your time and attention, I’ll hand it now back to the MEC Team.



Strategic 
Partnerships



Acts 3:6
“Silver or gold I do not have, but what I 

do have I give you. . .”



• Fuller Theological Seminary
• Lutheran Social Services (LSS)
• Garrett Theological Seminary 
• Villanova University
• Lake Institute-Compensation Grant 
• Christian Theological Seminary-Jubilee Grant

Educational Opportunities



Collaboration / Connections
o Regional Grants
o Demographical Grants 
o Historical Grants 
o Formative Grants



• Christian Theological Seminary (CTS)
• Lake Institute (IUPUI)

Future Opportunities



Contact and Follow-up
Elder Aaron Porter
Program Director 
aporter@pcafime.org
Dr. Terrance A. Bridges
Program Strategist
tbridges@pcafime.org
Sis Tara Behanan
Program Administrator  
tbehanan@pcafime.org

mailto:aporter@pcafime.org
mailto:tbridges@pcafime.org
mailto:tbehanan@pcafime.org


Q & A
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